Living Theology Friends43
November 12, 2006
Worldview V
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.  Other writings of mine are at http://LivingTheology.com and I pray they will be helpful.
Worldview is a complicated topic and will require several letters, so be sure to keep them together for total reference.  We are now continuing this study with the fifth chapter in the series.
Now let’s just concentrate on a Christian worldview or a Godview of the world.  I have an excellent book on this topic (“Philosophical Foundations for a Christian Worldview” by J.P. Moreland and William Lane Craig, Intervarsity Press, 2003), but it is a bit involved.  I will try to make the topic easily applicable for all of us.

A distinguished person, Charles Malik, spoke at the inaugural address at the dedication of the new Billy Graham Center on the campus of Wheaton College in the fall of 1980.  The topic was “The Two Tasks of Evangelism” and those tasks were: saving the soul and saving the mind.  His talk hit the audience hard for most Christians do not realize that there is an intellectual struggle going on in the world against the true Christian worldview.  The two tasks are even more apparent in their need today.  Therefore it is imperative that every child of God develop his/her Christian worldview and mature in it often as we learn more about God.  The absolute necessity with having a Christian worldview is that we apply our understanding of being a child of God to every aspect of our existence.  Most live a compartmentalized life with no connections between their “Religion” and the remainder of their lives:
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I am sure that all of us can think of some prominent people who have said something like “My personal religious preferences do not influence my personal life.”  But one cannot be a Christian without having the Lordship of Jesus Christ influencing all of his/her life.  Character really does matter!  We must have direct connections between our Christian understanding and all of the other aspects of our lives, which means that we live an integrated life.  Such a person is indeed a person of integrity as the chart below shows.
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Our religion (read “Christianity” for Religion) must be the center of our thinking and it must influence every decision we make in all the other areas.  This chart is our definition of a Christian worldview and any choices that we have to make in any area of our life must be influenced by the Lordship of Jesus Christ in our life.  Please keep this chart in your minds constantly as you move through each day.  I refer you to my paper on this topic at http://livingtheology.com/Compart.htm and I hope that you will take the time to read it this week.  Some of my article has to do with science but everyone should be able to make applications specific to their lives rather easily, and I encourage you to do so.  If you have not considered making such a chart an active part of your life in everything that you do then doing so will change your life.  
Rom 12:1 “I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship.

Rom 12:2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.”
